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3Rien I wrote you on August 8, I did not expect that my letter would reach 
/ y©!d personally* But I did assume that the Premier of the Soviet Union had 



r,/ 



a large staff of effecient secretaries, ind I did expect an answer* To daty^V 

I have received none. Especially in the light of your just-concluded trip 

thrpugh our country, which I am certain will have an excellent effeet on 

relations between our countries, I am extremely disappointed* 

Henee I am writing you again, in the hope that if this letter does not 

U)jJUL 

reach you personally it dees get the attention of someone who will give me 






an answer^ so on. 

In proposing a peaceful competition between my wife and myself and^farmers 
and agricultural institutions of the Soviet Union, although I may have 
seemed in be challenging you I was really accepting a challenge -fgfcA 

fj 

often made by Soviet spokesmen, including yourself. I had hopes of making 

i 

a "beginning, no matter how small* X hope wholeheartedly that we may have 
such competition, and that many benefits may flow thwrefrom. But if nothing 
except a friendly relationship between some of you and some of us resulted, 
it seems to me that in itself would be more than worthwhile. That is the 
minimum I would expect. Naturally, in writing as I did, I was of the 
gqs±s±BX belief that in such a competition I would make a good enough showiig 
so that I would not disgrace my country. At the risk of seeming immodest 

■Pn is 

I will g© afrthur: I think I would win such a competition, although I do 
sot think that* is the important thing. In this competition there would be 
fine opportunities for us to learn from wach other, perhaps to help eaeh 
other* And I can eomeeive of n© competition that by its nature would be 
more peaceful thatn. poultry husbandry. 

Ihes I had heard nothing after perhaps a month, I telephoned 
the Soviet Embassy and spoke on four different occasions to gentlemen 
in the office of the agricultural attache. I n6t only wanted to know if 
my letter were to be answered, but I also wanted to make some gifts to both 




you aaS your family and to Soviet children. The gentleman to whom I first 
spoke knew nothing of my letter, so I £4**% explains d it to *h him and 
then sent him a copy. I told him that if my proposal would not fee accepted 
I would life to give you and your family the poultry I would have entered 
into £*e competition with Soviet poultry. It is all frozen, ready to cook* 
I also told him that I raise| some beautiful and unusual ducks, same Of 
which I should like to give you for the children's camps I saw in the 
television films shown in^/4untry fowMowing the visit by Mr. and Mrs. 
ixon. H e was vary polite and told me X would hear from him. He also said 
some of your party might want, to come here* This, of coarse, wouldmhave 
made my wife and me very happy* Perhaps in the very brief time left some 
of them will. We certainly hope so, but have no reason to expect it* 

After tie |lapse of a week I phoned again and spoke to another 
and also very pleasant and polite member of the staff* . r j , « E + 

IwdM*fa*5z*fc*z28rax He told me that he would let me know by the 24th 

whether or ^anyone was coming. While in Washington on the 23rd. I 

from them 

again phoned and was toidjT wouldThear f axtj a B^ on the 24th. The 25th is 

now drawing to an end and I have heard nothing^ (9 

^ ^ 

Obviously, were we to be idea host# to seme of the memhrs of 



your party; we should like to know in time to at least have some food 

prepared for them. And if my offer of me ducks were to be accepted, I 

would have to get crates in mieh to hold them safely during their -trip* 

My purpose in writing is not to complain. I presume the men 

to whom I spoke are quite busy and I am prepared to believe the guests 
l jfr-d jlAAA , 

,t© whose visit we hnveTooked ^forwara~^Se- not yS^cinmanicated their 
intentions, also understandable. I can also understand that possibly ' 
so»me members of the staff of your embassy might either shun contact 
with Americans or fear our intentions* If this is the ea'le, then let us 
hope that your friendly visit to us and our President’s forthcoming visit 




to your country will change t his . at You and Jtour family have already made 
a wonderful start in this direction. 

% wife and I, like all Ihe people of all countries, want 
nothing hut peace and friendship^ especially between your country and 
ours. We want to d© whatever is within our power in this direction. 

We think we might be fefele to help you raise better Joultty for your 
people, and-may pgssifaigz g 




• We do think that after 



you ant your party return to the Soviet Union some of the agricultural 
staff of your embassy may visit us* We hope so. We also hope they will 
take us up on our suggestion that perhaps some of the children of members 
of the staff might enjoy a visit to r r~ 

Please believe me when ^ declare our motive is ©niy to 
promote understanding and friendship between our poeples. We are quite 
sincere in this* 

^n closing may we thank sou for undergoing the rigors of so 
strenuous a trip as you are just concluding s© that we might see and 
hear you and perhaps understand you better. 

Yours for peace and friendship - and peaeefal competition 
in poultry husbandry, . 

Kespeet fully. 
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